


February 24
Early bird registration deadline = $30
March 3
Pre-registration deadline = $35
March 7-8
At the door registration = $40
Friday only registration = $15

Check with your church representative for more information or 
register online at www.churchministriesconference.com
(To mail your registration payment see the conference webiste for more information)

Friday
3:00 - 5:00 pm Pre-Conference Training - Logos Bible Software 
 (Visit www.churchministriesconference.com/logos for more information)

6:00 - 7:00 pm Registration, Exhibits, Vendors, and Refreshments
7:00 - 8:15 pm GENERAL SESSION #1
8:15 - 8: 40 pm Exhibits and Vendors
8:40 - 9:30 pm Workshops - Session #1

Saturday
8:30 - 9:00 am Exhibits and Vendors
9:00 -  9:50 am Workshops - Session #2
9:50 - 10:20 am  Break / Exhibits
10:20 - 11:30 am GENERAL SESSION #2
11:30 - 12:45 pm Lunch - Sponsored in part by Logos Bible Software
12:00-12:15 pm Logos Presentation - Auditorium
12:45 - 1:35 pm Workshops - Session #3
1:35 - 1:50 pm Break / Exhibits 
1:50 - 2:40 pm Workshops - Session #4
2:40 - 3:00 pm Break / Exhibits
3:00 - 3:50 pm GENERAL SESSION #3

ABWE – Good Soil
Baker Book House
Baptist Bible College and Seminary
BCM International
BGW/FED Design Build
Camp Michawana
CBH Ministries
Cedarville University
Centennial Park Counseling 
Child Evangelism Fellowship
Christian Book Outlet
Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary
Editorial Bautista Independiente (EBI) 
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
Investing with Biblical Principles
Institute for Religious Research
Jeff Parker Architects  
Kregel Parable Book Stores
Lake Ann Camp
Lincoln Lake Baptist Youth Camp
Logos Bible Software
Pine Ridge Bible Camp
Primerica
Regular Baptist Press 
Word of Life

Childcare is not provided at the conference. However, a $10 rebate is available 
at the registration table for parents who pay for childcare in order to attend the 
conference. One $10 rebate per family.

Conference Location
Calvary Baptist Church 
1200 28th St. SE,  
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
Using your smartphone scan the image to the right

 for directions to the conference.

www.churchministriesconference.com

Childcare ~ $10 rebate

2014 Keynote Speaker:
Knute Larson – Pastor, Author, Teacher

Pre-Conference Training
Whether you are a novice Logos user or intermediate, join us for a broad  
overview of Logos features, including some deeper functionality, capped by 
a Q & A to help guide you through what you may be working on right now. An 
additional fee of $5 is required to register for the Logos Training. Registration 
for the pre-conference training is separate from your full conference registration. 
Visit www.churchministriesconference.com/logos for more information.

exhibitors



WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Touch a Heart Change a Life
» Room 34 – Denise Roberts, Guest Relations Director, Miracle Camp & Retreat Center
Every woman has something to give.  You have unique gifts and abilities that God can use in the lives of 
others.  In this workshop we will discuss what it means to live a mentoring lifestyle and how to make a 
difference in the lives of future generations of women. 

EVANGELISM
Sharing God’s Hope in a World of Competing Faiths and Cultures
» Room 38 – Howard Hardy and Gil Thomas, ABWE: Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship
The Bible clearly tells us how to present the gospel in a way that it will “stick,” even with people who 
know very little about God, Jesus, and the Bible. You’ll learn three essentials for doing that in this  
workshop. You will also learn how to determine where an unbeliever is on a “gospel-understanding 
scale” and how to “peel their worldview onion.” These concepts will be of great value to you as you 
share your faith with unbelieving friends.

DISCIPLESHIP
Life Changing Small Groups: Where Truth Meets Life
» Room 54 – Gary Heim, Associate Pastor, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
Learn to use the five essentials of a life changing small group—truth, prayer, honesty, serving and  
leadership development—in order to help people love God and love one another. Learn how to craft 
good questions that help group members open up so truth can speak into their hearts.

Choosing Bible Curriculum
» Room 64 – Alex Bauman, Director, Regular Baptist Press
This workshop gives teachers and church leaders a guide for matching curriculum to their church.  Spe-
cial consideration will be given to the five influences on a curriculum’s doctrine.

Launching & Leveraging Small Groups
» Room 66 – Jon Pickens, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Lowell
It has been demonstrated time and time again that small groups are one of the most effective means of 
discipleship in the church, but how do you get started?  What do small groups look like?  How are they 
effective for discipleship?  These are important questions to wrestle with if you are moving toward a 
vibrant small group ministry.  This workshop will address these questions and more from both a  
theological and practical perspective.

Session 1 Conference Workshops » FRiday, 8:40-9:30 pm

MISSIONS / CROSS CULTURAL MINISTRY
A View of Hispanic Ministries
» Room 119 – Tim Hoganson, Pastor/Missionary
A look at Biblical ministry to Hispanics, with a special focus on the greater Grand Rapids area.  Special 
focus on church planting and Bible institute education.

Faith Under Fire
» Room 122 – Ken Myers, Voice of the Martyrs
The plight of the persecuted church worldwide is in the news daily. This workshop will highlight the  
challenges believers face under persecution and how our churches can respond with practical ministries 
of compassion. 

COUNSELING
Sexual Addiction: Epidemic Within The Church Today - Part One
» Room 52 – Dr. Jan Bentley, Centennial Park Counseling Center 
This workshop addresses purity within the church.  It answers questions of the how’s and why’s and 
gives hope to the addicted and their spouses.  Statistics show that two-thirds of Christian men struggle 
with pornography and 39% of Christian leaders also struggle. It is becoming prominent with male, and 
female, young and old.  This is an issue that needs to be openly discussed.  We must not keep silent.

CHILDREN
Reaching the 4/14 Window
» Room 126 – Alan Wilson, U.S. Field Coordinator, Regular Baptist Press
We will consider facts and research into effectively reaching children 4 to 14 years old.

Foundations for Life: Bible Verses – More Than Memorizing
» Room 128 – Dan Hoven, Child Evangelism Fellowship
Memorizing God’s Word is critical in the spiritual development of children.  Come learn how to make 
scriptural memorization effective and fun!

Storytelling: God’s Truth is Relational
» Room 129 – Chris & Amber Knobloch, God’s Helping Hands 
Why is the Bible written as a story? Why did Christ teach in parables? Where do academics and  
application meet? Storytelling bridges the gap between the head and the heart.

Lesson Building 101
» Room 131 – Jerry Dent, Kent City Baptist Church
I’ve got a classroom. I’ve got kids.  Now how do I craft a lesson? 



STUDENT MINISTRIES
Worry Free and Peaceful Youth Ministry Based on Philippians 4:6-7
» Room 132 – John Nixon, Pastor of Student Ministries, North Park Baptist Church
This workshop will focus on the role of prayer in our lives and ministries. Specifically in three areas:  
developing a theology of prayer; bolstering our confidence in depending on God versus our confidence 
in strategy and resources. Thirdly, we’ll focus on practical ways to incorporate prayer into various  
aspects of youth ministry.

Developing a Philosophy of Youth Ministry
» Room 134 – Phil Severn, Youth Pastor, First Baptist Church, Lowell
When your students graduate, what do you want them to know, be, and do?  Having a philosophy of 
youth ministry is essential to ministry and gives you a clear direction to head.  We will look at where to 
start, and how to implement a philosophy that works for your ministry.

A Lost Generation of Worshippers
» Room 139 – Jared Doty, Worship Pastor, Kent City Baptist Church
We will discover the importance and vitality of raising up a generation of worshippers, discuss practical 
ways to train our youth to respond to the Gospel in corporate worship, and strategize on how to begin 
and sustain a youth worship team in your church.

G e n e r a l
8 Characteristics of Healthy Churches
» Room 30 – Ryan White, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Stanton
Learn how targeting your greatest weakness can bring about greater health and growth in your body.

Leadership Lessons
» Room 31/33 – Knute Larson, Former Pastor at The Chapel, Author, Church Consultant
The most important ones, according to this coach for pastors -- learned (or being learned yet) in 43 
years of pastoring…as true today as yesterday and tomorrow.

Session 1 Conference Workshops » FRiday, 8:40-9:30 pm

The Postmodern Movement: Doing Bible Study in a Postmodern World
» Room 32 – J.B. Hixon, Logos Bible Software
What is all the fuss about postmodernism and what exactly is it anyway? This workshop will use Logos, 
the world’s leading Bible software, to explore the ways in which postmodern thought has influenced 
our worldview today, and how Christians should respond.  We will highlight many of the new features of 
Logos 5.0 and show you how you can dig deeper into the Word of God than ever before.

Unfiltered 1.0
» Room 50 – Lynn McClurg, Covenant Eyes, Grand Rapids Coordinator
Protecting your family from the dangers of internet pornography. (Receive a Free Parents How-To Guide).

Grief & Loss (Part 1): Understanding Grief and Ministering to the Grieving
» Room 56 – Brian Harrison, Pastor, Alaska Baptist Church
Because grief and loss are an inevitable part of living in a broken world and everyone processes loss  
differently, we need to understand the basic dynamics of bereavement.
 
Compassionate Care Within the Congregation
» Room 58 – Julie Cuthbert, LIFT coordinator, Life Matters Worldwide, Inc.
We are not only called to reach out as disciples of Christ but to reach in as well to our brothers and  
sisters in the Lord who are in need. This workshop will provide an overview on developing and  
establishing a caring ministry within your church to help members compassionately care for the physical 
needs of the sick, disabled, terminally ill and the elderly. 

The Business Side of Ministry
» Room 60 – Michael Nolan, Director of Business Administration, Regular Baptist Press
There are business aspects of every ministry that require attention.  Planning, finances, budgeting, legal 
matters, tax issues, and health care are just a few.  This workshop will discuss some of the most current 
topics that impact the church’s business side.

Alone Together
» Room 62 – Craig Perry, Pastor, Forest Hills Baptist Church
We are constantly connected.  How is technology affecting relationships in our families and churches 
and what can we do about it?

Plurality of Elders or a Single Pastor – Does It Really Matter? 
» Room 124 – Jeff Burr, Pastor, Forest Hills Baptist Church
What do the Scriptures say about how leadership is to be structured in the local church?  And what are 
the practical considerations given our current culture milieu?  

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/church.ministries.conference



WOMEN’S MINISTRY
The Captivity of Activity
» Room 34 – Cindy Bultema, Ada Bible Church
Are you weary in doing well? Do you need a little refreshment for your soul? Come discover how to  
pursue balance, rest, and wholeness in the midst of life’s daily demands. Learn powerful tips on how to 
stay “filled up” while you pour out to others around you. Discuss potential ministry pitfalls to avoid, as 
well as how to live “built up” versus “burnt out”.

DISCIPLESHIP
Teaching That Is On Target
» Room 64 – Alex Bauman, Director, Regular Baptist Press
What are you aiming at when you teach?  This workshop will help you hone your teaching aims and will 
give you practical ways to meet those aims.

Keys to Teaching Scripture Faithfully
» Room 66 – Jim Panaggio, EFCM Missionary to Peru
Teachers are called upon to teach the Bible, not merely teach about the Bible.  What are some important 
principles to guide us in the interpretation of Scripture which will aid us to be truly faithful to the Bible’s 
message?  In this session we will consider several of these practical principles.

Herding Cats vs. Shepherding Head Sheep: Leading (or Dragging) Small Group Leaders to Green 
Pastures and Still Waters Amidst a Culture of Busyness and Distraction
» Room 122 – Jon Marko, Elder, Forest Hills Baptist Church / Professor, Cornerstone University
God is omnipresent, but overseers of discipleship ministries are not. We cannot directly mentor every 
leader. Gathering your leaders for times where they can reflect on their leading and groups, refocus on 
the task at hand, and grow together as leaders are vital for them, their groups, and the local church body 
which is easier said than done.  This workshop will suggest ways to create these green pastures and to 
lead or gently drag our head sheep there.

MISSIONS / CROSS CULTURAL MINISTRY
Lessons from Christians in Cuba
» Room 119 – Joel Groat, Director of Ministries, Institute for Religious Research
Life in Cuba is a mystery to many. This first-hand report (with pictures and video) will likely surprise, 
encourage, and challenge you with how God is moving on this island nation and what we can learn from 
our brothers and sisters in the south. 

Session 2 Conference Workshops » Saturday, 9:00-9:50 am

COUNSELING
The Cry of a Woman’s Heart: Preparing Myself to Lead Others
» Room 52 – Dr. Jan Bentley, Centennial Park Counseling Center
So many women in our churches today struggle with loneliness, divorce, anxiety, depression, the loss of 
a loved one, childhood wounds, singleness, unforgiveness or an unfulfilled search for the joy of  
walking victoriously with God.  Come hear how as ministry leaders we need to encourage and lead 
today’s Christian women (young and old) into a glorious understanding of the value of Godliness over 
perfection, obedience over happiness and contentment over a disquieted spirit.

CHILDREN
Reaching the 4/14 Window
» Room 126 – Alan Wilson, U.S. Field Coordinator, Regular Baptist Press
We will discuss four major building blocks that will help make your Sunday School effective and growing. 

Foundations for Life: Bible Verses—More Than Memorizing
» Room 128 – Dan Hoven, Child Evangelism Fellowship
Memorizing God’s Word is critical in the spiritual development of children.  Come learn how to make 
scriptural memorization effective and fun!

Teachers Dedicated to Study Make the Best Teachers
» Room 129 – Kay Panaggio, EFCM Missionary to Peru
God-centered teaching doesn’t begin or end with the bells and whistles, or even a curriculum. Learn how 
to study the Bible for your own growth, so God shines through you to your students.  Inductive Bible 
Study Principles for Sunday School Teachers (most helpful to upper elementary and above).  

Gauging Your Child’s Spiritual Growth
» Room 139 – Terre Ritchie, Executive Director, CBH Ministries 
How do you know where your child is spiritually? The resources offered in this workshop will help in 
determining their knowledge of God, Scripture and their own Christian worldview.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
How to Help Those Boy-Crazy Girls
» Room 132 – Paula Hendricks, Revive Our Hearts 
Your youth group is full of them: boy-crazy girls . . . but is there anything you can do about it? Paula 
Hendricks--author of Confessions of a Boy-Crazy Girl--thinks so. Get the inside scoop from a girl who’s 
been there and has now found freedom in Christ. 



Ministering To and With Parents
» Room 134 – Phil Severn, Youth Pastor, First Baptist Church, Lowell
“The parents don’t care enough about our youth ministry!”  “How do I build relationships with parents who 
don’t come to our church?”  “The parents in our church keep criticizing me.”  “Frankly, I’m really intimidated 
by parents.”  These are often quotes that I hear from other youth pastors.  It doesn’t have to be that way!  
Come join me as we look at effective ways to reach, equip, involve, and build relationships with parents.

Disciplines—Discipleship—Difference
» Room 131 – Scott Florida, Assistant Pastor of Youth & Christian Education, Alpine Baptist Church
The Christian life is a relationship.  It’s critical that the foundation of spiritual disciplines rest on the footings 
of relationship.  In this workshop we will look at some fun and practical tools that will help you help your 
students build strong spiritual disciplines (habits of investing time and energy in a relationship with God).  

G e n e r a l
Developing a Spiritual Formation Plan
» Room 30 – Dennis Moles, Bible Teacher, RBC Ministries
Spiritual formation is a key to increased spiritual growth and commitment. This workshop will help you 
understand the vital components to spiritual formation and give you tools and recommended readings to 
accomplish your goals.

Genesis and the Bible: Can I Believe Both?
» Room 31/33 – Bob Gillespie, Answers in Genesis
Many people feel that “science” has proven millions of years of evolution, so Christians must either  
compromise the creation account in Genesis or turn a blind eye to the scientific “facts.” Answers in 
Genesis will present exciting observational evidence that points away from evolution and supports the 
Genesis account of creation.

Worldview, Theology, and You: The Cause and Effects of Uur Beliefs
» Room 32 - J.B. Hixon, Logos Bible Software
In this workshop, we will use the world’s leading Bible Software, Logos, to examine how the Bible can 
and should serve as the filter for all truth claims and act as the cornerstone of our worldview.  We will 
highlight many of the new features of Logos 5.0 and show you how you can dig deeper into the Word of 
God than ever before.

Old Testament Overview: Hooks for Hanging the Big Picture of the OT
» Room 38 - Howard Hardy and Gil Thomas, ABWE: Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship
Would you like to be able to think your way through the Big Story of the Old Testament from beginning 
to end? In this workshop, we’ll give you “12 mental hooks” on which to hang the Big Story-line of the 
Old Testament and get you started in the process of mentally-mastering a chronological overview of the 
Bible. And, we’ll have lots of fun doing it.

Unfiltered 2.0
» Room 50 – Lynn McClurg, Covenant Eyes, Grand Rapids Coordinator
Developing an Internet Safety Plan (kids know more about technology than parents).

True North: Choosing God in the Frustrations of Life (Published by Kregel Publications)
» Room 54 – Gary Heim, Associate Pastor, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
Flat tires, wounding words, cranky kids, a troubled marriage…everyone struggles. Learn how to struggle 
well. When frustrations and disappointments come, how do you respond? Do you turn north to God or 
south to the false gods of this world? Author Gary Heim of True North offers Biblical insight, personal 
examples, and a practical, spiritual road map to help you turn to God with every frustration in life. 
 
Grief & Loss (Part 2): Where Is My Baby?
» Room 56 – Brian Harrison, Pastor, Alaska Baptist Church
Few experiences in life surpass the personal agony and anguish of heart than the death of a child. As a 
follow-up and extension to “Grief and Loss – Part One: Understanding Grief and Ministering to the Grieving” 
we will focus on ministering to those who have suffered the loss of an infant or unborn child. 

Comforting by Coming Alongside the Bereaved
» Room 58 – Julie Cuthbert, LIFT coordinator, Life Matters Worldwide, Inc.
Most of us are uncertain as to what to say or do when someone has lost a loved one or experienced sorrow 
over a deep loss. This workshop will help you understand how to lovingly respond to the bereaved and how 
to walk alongside them in their grief journey.

Presenting “The Whole Truth” of Biblical Sexuality (Part 1)
» Room 59 – Tony and Shena Jolliffi, Pregnancy Resource Center, Grand Rapids
The world portrays a skewed view of sex and sexuality to our children and young people. This workshop will 
help parents and adults to have ongoing and fruitful conversations with their kids about Biblical sexuality and 
healthy God-honoring relationships.

Writing for God’s Glory
» Room 60 – Josh Dear, Editor, Eternal Perspective Ministries
If you have a love for the written word and a passion for writing, then it’s likely that God has put this passion 
within you and intends for you to use it for a special reason - to glorify Him!  Join us in this workshop with an 
experienced writer and editor. Learn some of the exciting ways that you may be able to use your gift of  
writing in service to the Lord, and for the benefit of the body of Christ!  

Alone Together
» Room 62 – Craig Perry, Pastor, Forest Hills Baptist Church
We are constantly connected.  How is technology affecting relationships in our families and churches 
and what can we do about it?

Considering the Biblical Eldership Model?  10 Questions You Have to Answer to Ensure a Healthy 
Outcome for the Local Church
» Room 124 – Jeff Burr, Pastor, Forest Hills Baptist Church
Arriving at a right understanding of church polity is important and foundational, but you also have to  
effectively lead the church through change.  

Session 2 Conference Workshops » Saturday, 9:00-9:50 am



SESSION 3
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Red Hot Faith
» Room 34 – Cindy Bultema, Ada Bible Church
In this fast-paced, media-driven world, how do we develop a faith life that is authentic, passionate, and 
contagious? Join Bible teacher Cindy Bultema as she delves into Revelation 3 and explores ways for 
women to kindle a passionate, purposeful, Red Hot Faith. 

EVANGELISM
Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses at Your Door
» Room 119 – Joel Groat, Director of Ministries, Institute for Religious Research
Mormons and  Jehovah’s Witness at your door? Impact them with Five Simple Steps.
Learn how to turn those intimidating encounters at your door into redemptive relationships. We’ll be  
using video clips, practical tips, role playing and liberal doses of humor to prepare you for the mission 
field that will come to you.

DISCIPLESHIP
Launching & Leveraging Small Groups
» Room 32 – Jon Pickens, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Lowell
It has been demonstrated time and time again that small groups are one of the most effective means of 
discipleship in the church, but how do you get started?  What do small groups look like?  How are they 
effective for discipleship?  These are important questions to wrestle with if you are moving toward a 
vibrant small group ministry.  This workshop will address these questions and more from both a  
theological and practical perspective.

Putting the Quest into Questions
» Room 64 – Alex Bauman, Director, Regular Baptist Press
Asking questions is an essential skill for good teaching.  This workshop will help teachers of older  
children through adults learn how to ask questions that foster spiritual understanding and growth.

Keys to Teaching True Godliness
» Room 66 – Jim Panaggio, EFCM Missionary to Peru
What is true godliness?  How is it formed in the Christian’s life?  We will consider several characteristics 
of Biblical godliness and the emphasis that teachers should focus on if they are to motivate their  
students towards conformity to Christ.  

Session 3 Conference Workshops » Saturday, 12:45-1:35 pm

MISSIONS / CROSS CULTURAL MINISTRY
Faith Under Fire
» Room 122 – Ken Myers, Voice of the Martyrs
The plight of the persecuted church worldwide is in the news daily. This workshop will highlight the  
challenges believers face under persecution and how our churches can respond with practical ministries 
of compassion.

COUNSELING
Sexual Addiction: Epidemic Within The Church Today - Part Two
» Room 52 – Dr. Jan Bentley, Centennial Park Counseling Center
There is hope and healing for the addicted and for the healing of their relationships.  Prayer is important 
but when someone has cancer one must do more than pray; so it is with the addicted. Come hear  
answers based on Biblical principles that can assist you in helping others. 

CHILDREN
Good Classroom Management
» Room 126 – Alan Wilson, U.S. Field Coordinator, Regular Baptist Press
This workshop will show you how to get the most out of your teaching experience.

Equipping Parents
» Room 128 – Mike Ferris, Senior Pastor, Northland Baptist Church
Mike will share ten core values from Proverbs 1 to help parents raise their children to be grace based 
disciples of Jesus Christ

Utilizing a Puppet Ministry in Your Church
» Room 129 – Chris & Amber Knobloch, God’s Helping Hands
From pattern to puppet, from prop to performance; discover the vast world of puppets!

More Fun than a Barrel of Monkeys . . . Encouraging Volunteers!
» Room 131 - Linda Freeman, Calvary Church
In this day and age people are very, very busy. When someone volunteers to give of themselves and their 
time to serve in your ministry you need to be committed to supporting, thanking and encouraging them! 
Don’t worry, doing this really is more fun than a barrel of monkeys! After all, what can be better than  
saying “thank you”?!! In this workshop we will look at a variety of ways to do exactly this: thank your  
volunteers! And, by the way, volunteers who feel appreciated are much more likely to stay involved in 
your ministry . . . which means less recruiting!



STUDENT MINISTRIES
Everything Your Teen Needs Is Found in the Gospel
» Room 132 – Paula Hendricks, Revive Our Hearts
The Gospel is not a passing fad. The Gospel is not mainly for unbelievers. The Gospel is everything your 
teen needs. Come hear what Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection has to do with their Friday nights 
and Monday mornings . . . and everything in-between. 

Technology in Our Teen Culture
» Room 134 – Don Pearson, Pastor to Parents of Adolescents, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
How we live in the 4th stage of communication medium history while still doing church in stage 3.

Beyond the Summer: Maximizing the Camp Experience
» Room 139 – Chris Howard, Youth Pastor, First Baptist Church, Cedar Springs
Camp ministry is a great place for our students to grow in Christ, but often times there is a disconnect 
that takes place from the time a student leaves camp and returns home to our weekly ministry. In this 
workshop we will explore how to transfer your student’s camp experience, the growth that takes place, 
and infuse that into the context of your weekly student ministry.

GENERAL
Thoughtful Answers to Life’s Tough Questions
» Room 30 – Dennis Moles, Bible Teacher, RBC Ministries
As apologists for Jesus Christ, Christians need to answer difficult faith-related questions with grace and 
respect.  This workshop will challenge you how to think and respond to those tough questions about 
what you believe and why.
 
Groups
» Room 31/33 – Knute Larson, Former Pastor at The Chapel, Author, Church Consultant
Many times church people are confused by so many different kinds of groups.  Many are called discipleship when 
they are really social.  And what really is small for a small group?   Here is a plan to keep it simple but strong.

New Testament Overview: Hooks for Hanging the Big Picture of the NT
» Room 38 – Howard Hardy and Gil Thomas, ABWE: Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship
Continuing the plan and “12 mental hooks process” introduced in the Old Testament Overview workshop, we’ll 
give you an additional “13 mental hooks” on which to hang the chronological storyline of the New Testament. 
You’ll learn to think your way through the major phases of Jesus’ earthly life and ministry, the historical periods 
of the early church, and all the way to the end of God’s plan for mankind as revealed in the New Testament.

Unfiltered 1.0
» Room 50 – Lynn McClurg, Covenant Eyes, Grand Rapids Coordinator
Protecting your family from the dangers of internet pornography. (Receive a Free Parents How-To Guide).

Telling Our Stories: Know Your Story. Embrace Truth.
» Room 54 – Gary Heim, Associate Pastor, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
We all believe lies. Learning to tell our life story enables us to face the lies we’ve believed and how they influence 
the ways we relate to God, ourselves, and others. Most important, learning to tell our life story means discovering 
and embracing the truth of who we are in Christ so we can become grateful, giving, children of God in the midst of 
a broken and painful world. (You will learn how to write your story. You will not be required to share your story or any 
personal information.)

Resisting Captivity (Part 1)
» Room 56 – Maureen Richards, Grandville Baptist Church
The Power of the Story.  This workshop examines God’s use of the narrative story to reveal His Story.  It will also 
demonstrate how the media (written and visual) has the power to develop or destroy wisdom and compassion.  
It challenges participants to Biblically examine their lives as tragedies or comedies and discern the positive and 
negative elements of various stories.   Additionally, it provides resources for further exploration.

Vision-Mission-Values-Strategy
» Room 58 – Jim Kirkland, Interim Senior Pastor for Friendship Country Chapel and Director of Pastoral 
Care for Royal Park Place and Providence Health Systems
A well-crafted ministry “Statement of Purpose” includes the four elements of Vision, Mission, Values and 
Strategy. Just what are these and how do you write an effective ministry strategy? This workshop will 
focus on the fundamentals of creating an effective document that will help you move in the direction that 
God wants you to go.

Presenting “The Whole Truth” of Biblical Sexuality (Part 2)
» Room 59 – Tony and Shena Jolliffi, Pregnancy Resource Center, Grand Rapids
The world portrays a skewed view of sex and sexuality to our children and young people. This workshop 
will help parents and adults to have ongoing and fruitful conversations with their kids about Biblical  
sexuality and healthy God-honoring relationships.

The Business Side of Ministry
» Room 60 – Michael Nolan, Director of Business Administration, Regular Baptist Press
There are business aspects of every ministry that require attention.  Planning, finances, budgeting, legal 
matters, tax issues, and health care are just a few.  This workshop will discuss some of the most current 
topics that impact the church’s business side.

The Characteristics of a Pro-Life Believer
» Room 62 – Tom Lothamer, President, Life Matters Worldwide
In this workshop we’ll discuss the Biblical values that each believer must embrace to effectively serve 
our Lord in Christian ministry. 

Feeling Squeezed: Are You Part of the Sandwich Generation?
» Room 124 – Jennifer Comegys, Faith Community Nurse, Calvary Baptist Church
Learn how to minister to those in your church caught between caring for aging loved ones and providing 
care for children and grandchildren.

SESSION 3Session 3 Conference Workshops » Saturday, 12:45-1:35 pm



SESSION 4
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Your Most Important Message
» Room 34 – Cindy Bultema, Ada Bible Church
Have you ever wanted to share your personal testimony, but weren’t sure what to say? Or how to say it? 
Join Cindy Bultema as she shares how to concisely share your “most important message” in a way that 
will positively impact hearers of all ages! Whether you’re sharing in an informal setting or from a public 
platform, you can communicate your faith journey with authenticity and confidence. 

EVANGELISM
Sharing God’s Hope in a World of Competing Faiths and Cultures
» Room 38 – Howard Hardy and Gil Thomas, ABWE: Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship
The Bible clearly tells us how to present the gospel in a way that it will “stick,” even with people who know very 
little about God, Jesus, and the Bible. You’ll learn three essentials for doing that in this workshop. You will also learn 
how to determine where an unbeliever is on a “gospel-understanding scale” and how to “peel their worldview 
onion.”  These concepts will be of great value to you as you share your faith with unbelieving friends.

DISCIPLESHIP
Getting to the Heart of Discipleship
» Room 59 – Bart Bouman, Director of Christian Education, Calvary Baptist Church, Greenville
Ministry is transformation.  Yet we struggle with the process of life change both personally and in our 
churches.  In our time together we will take a fresh look at God’s intention for our life with Him, the process 
and obstacles of inner transformation and how to help others move toward a fruitful life with God as well.

Herding Cats vs. Shepherding Head Sheep: Leading (or Dragging) Small Group Leaders to Green 
Pastures and Still Waters Amidst a Culture of Busyness and Distraction
» Room 122 – Jon Marko, Elder, Forest Hills Baptist Church, Professor, Cornerstone University
God is omnipresent, but overseers of discipleship ministries are not. We cannot directly mentor every 
leader. Gathering your leaders for times where they can reflect on their leading and groups, refocus on 
the task at hand, and grow together as leaders are vital for them, their groups, and the local church body 
which is easier said than done.  This workshop will suggest ways to create these green pastures and to 
lead or gently drag our head sheep there.

COUNSELING
The Cry of a Woman’s Heart: Preparing Myself to Lead Others
» Room 52 – Dr. Jan Bentley, Centennial Park Counseling Center
So many women in our churches today struggle with loneliness, divorce, anxiety, depression, the loss of a loved 
one, childhood wounds, singleness, unforgiveness or an unfulfilled search for the joy of walking victoriously 
with God.  Come hear how as ministry leaders we need to encourage and lead today’s Christian women (young 
and old) into a glorious understanding of the value of Godliness over perfection, obedience over happiness and 
contentment over a disquieted spirit.
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CHILDREN
Timing is Everything
» Room 119 – Tim Heyboer, BCM Associate Missionary
Our time with our students is precious.  In this session we will consider how we can use each activity 
included in our time with the students to reinforce the lesson and help them know, love and obey God.

Treating Teachers as VIP’s
» Room 126 – Alex Wilson, U.S. Field Coordinator, Regular Baptist Press
Learn to make your Christian educators a valuable part of your ministry.

Gauging Your Child’s Spiritual Growth
» Room 139 – Terre Ritchie, Executive Director, CBH Ministries 
How do you know where your child is spiritually? The resources offered in this workshop will help in 
determining their knowledge of God, Scripture and their own Christian worldview.

Storytelling: God’s Truth is Relational
» Room 129 – Chris & Amber Knobloch, God’s Helping Hands 
Why is the Bible written as a story? Why did Christ teach in parables? Where do academics and  
application meet? Storytelling bridges the gap between the head and the heart.

Focus on Praying for Your Volunteers and the Children in Your Ministry
» Room 131 - Linda Freeman, Calvary Church
If you are in a leadership position, it can be difficult to know what to pray for when it comes to praying 
for the volunteers in your ministry. If you are a teacher, it can be difficult to know what to pray for the 
children in your class. In this workshop, we will look at how to pray in a focused way for volunteers and 
the children in their classes. We will also spend time putting this into practice by praying for volunteers 
and children!

STUDENT MINISTRIES
Recruiting and Training Youth Workers for Your Student Ministry
» Room 132 – Jon Potes, Pastor of Student Ministries, Grace Church, Gladstone, MI
In this workshop we will be focusing on how to effectively recruit and train leaders that will have a great 
impact on your student ministry. 

Truth Be Told
» Room 134 – Jory Trim, Youth Pastor, Trinity Baptist Church
How do we share the “capital-T” Truth of the gospel in a youth culture of relativism and personal realities 
defined by feelings?  The answer may be more simple than you think. This workshop will identify  
different evangelism personalities and explore effective methods for presenting the gospel in today’s 
post-modern culture.
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Can’t We All Just Get Along?
» Room 128 – Ryan Ruth, Student Ministries Pastor, Sparta Baptist Church
Conflict is inevitable; whether it be with parents, youth leaders or even students.  Although it may come 
with the territory of working with people in ministry, there must be a way that we can all get along. In this 
workshop we will take a look at practical ways of diffusing and resolving conflicts within your student 
ministry setting.

GENERAL
Genesis: Does It Matter?
» Room 31/33 – Bob Gillespie, Answers in Genesis
Imagine what would happen if an entire generation of believers were convinced that the Word of God is 
from the first verse of Genesis to the last verse of Revelation? Would it change how believers engage the 
world through evangelism? This presentation explains the societal impact of compromising God’s Word 
and why Genesis is vital to the Gospel message. 

Recalling the Call: Blessing
» Room 32 – John Lewis, Attorney and Counselor, Greenville, MI
To what are we called? Has that calling been recalled? Need we recall it? Are we becoming persons of 
blessing? The idea is that we often lose sight of our role as agents of blessing, carrying the good will of 
God to others.

Internet Pornography
» Room 50 – Lynn McClurg, Covenant Eyes, Grand Rapids Coordinator
Helping ministry leaders address this issue in the Church.

Telling Our Stories: Know Your Story. Embrace Truth. 
» Room 54 – Gary Heim, Associate Pastor, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
We all believe lies. Learning to tell our life story enables us to face the lies we’ve believed and how they 
influence the ways we relate to God, ourselves, and others. Most important, learning to tell our life story 
means discovering and embracing the truth of who we are in Christ so we can become grateful, giving, 
children of God in the midst of a broken and painful world. (You will learn how to write your story. You will 
not be required to share your story or any personal information.)

Resisting Captivity (Part 2)
» Room 56 – Maureen Richards, Grandville Baptist Church
Identifying the ultimate subjects and asking the ultimate questions in the story.  Building on the  
previous workshop, this workshop examines the components of a complete Worldview, identifies the 
Ultimate Subjects, and extracts the Ultimate Questions of Life that are found in all literature, empowering 
participants to ask the simple discerning questions about the Truth of a story.  Additionally, it provides 
resources for further investigation.

Best Fit Ministries
» Room 58 – Jim Kirkland, Interim Senior Pastor for Friendship Country Chapel and Director of Pastoral 
Care for Royal Park Place and Providence Health Systems
No two people are the same. In church, we need to learn how to help our members assess their Talent, 
Temperament, Core Values and Spiritual Gifts. Do you know your best-fit ministry? This workshop will 
assist you in developing an effective program to guide your people on the path toward serving with great 
success!

Leading Your Church in Cultural Change
» Room 60 – Josh Dear, Editor, Eternal Perspective Ministries
While many Christians opt to remain silent in the face of the cultural problems of our day, some of us feel 
especially convicted that more needs to be done. In this workshop you’ll learn some practical ways that 
you can help motivate your church family to stand for Biblical truth in ways that truly demonstrate a love 
for others.

The Role of the Church-Ministry Volunteer
» Room 62 – Tom Lothamer, President, Life Matters Worldwide
In this workshop we’ll discuss the privileges, responsibilities, blessings and opportunities of volunteers in 
ministry service for Jesus Christ. 

What’s Love Got to Do With It?  Everything!  
» Room 64 – Doug Jones, Men’s Leader, Robinson Baptist Church
As men, how do we minister to and disciple others if we don’t understand this one? The answer is that 
we can’t. Let’s dig together to see who our role model is and what scripture says about love. Bring your 
wives and kids at your own risk!

Homosexuality: A Christian Response
» Room 66 – Heather Saturley, North Park Baptist Church, Grand Rapids, MI
How would you respond to a friend or family member that told you they were a homosexual? How do 
you show them the love of Christ without condoning the action? Homosexuality has become a hot topic 
in our society and one that is touching more and more Christian families and churches. Come and learn 
practical ways to reach out to the gay, lesbian, and transgender communities from two women who have 
had family and close friends that are homosexuals.

Looking at Caring in a New Way
» Room 124 – Jennifer Comegys, Faith Community Nurse, Calvary Baptist Church
Developing a church culture of intentional caring is essential to healthy and Biblically grounded ministry 
to the sick, disabled and elderly within our congregations. This workshop will not only help you  
understand how this works, but it will also provide practical know-how to implement this type of care in 
your church. 




