


EXHIBITORS

SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
6:00 – 7:00 pm, Registration and Exhibits Open
7:00 – 8:15 pm, GENERAL SESSION #1
8:15 – 8: 40 pm, Exhibits and Vendors
8:40 – 9:30 pm, Workshops – Session #1

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
8:30 – 9:00 am, Exhibits and Vendors
9:00 – 9:50 am, Workshops – Session #2
9:50 – 10:10 am, Break / Exhibits
10:10 – 11:20 am, GENERAL SESSION #2
11:20 – 12:20 pm, Lunch
12:20 – 1:10 pm, Workshops – Session #3
1:10 – 1:20 pm, Break / Exhibits
1:20 – 2:10 pm, Workshops – Session #4
2:10 – 2:20 pm, Break / Exhibits
2:20 – 3:30 pm, GENERAL SESSION #3

Conference Location  
Calvary Baptist Church, 1200 28th St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Baker Book House
Baptist Children’s Home
BCM International
Cedarville University
Centennial Park Counseling
Child Evangelism Fellowship
Christian Healthcare Center
Compass 28:19
Cornerstone University
Cran Hill Ranch
Creation’s Hope
Dr. Charles Ware
Faith Baptist Bible College and Seminary
George Brainard
Grace Christian University

Grace College
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
Institute for Religious Research
Jeffery Parker Architects
Lake Ann Camp
Lincoln Lake Baptist Youth Camp
Merritt Cieslak Design
New Creations Prison Ministries
Pine Ridge Bible Camp
Pleasant Valley Bible Camp
Regular Baptist Press
Shepherds Care Ministries
Starlight Ministries
Student Statesmanship Institute
Terry Porter
Women at Risk International
And Many More...

February 27
Early bird registration 
deadline = $30

Check with your church representative for more information or register online at www.churchministriesconference.com. 
If you prefer to mail your registration please make your check payable to the Church Ministries Conference and send to: 
Pastor Dan Fullmer, Rice Lake Baptist Church, PO Box 156, Grant, MI 49327 

March 4
Pre-registration 
deadline = $35

March 8-9
At the door registration = $40
Friday only registration = $15

ACCOMMODATIONS
For discounted hotel rates contact the Comfort Inn Airport 
at 616.957.2080 and ask for the Church Ministries  
Conference rate. Or visit:
www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/HN40M2  

BE SURE TO JOIN US NEXT YEAR ON 

MARCH 6-7, 2020

CHILDCARE – $10 REBATE
Childcare is not provided at the conference. However, a $10 
rebate is available at the registration table for parents who 
pay for childcare in order to attend the conference. One $10 
rebate per family.

Grace that Works! Isn’t that a contradiction? We are saved by grace, not works. Yes, it’s 
true, but Peter tells us that if we have received grace from God, it is a grace to be shared 
(1 Peter 4:10-11).  We share not out of compulsion, but empowered by God. The grace 
we’ve received transforms us and will transform the world. Join us at the 2019 Church 
Ministries Conference as we discover again God’s grace that works in us.

Keynote Speaker:  
Dr. Charles Ware
President Emeritus, Crossroads Bible College

REGISTRATION



SESSION 1 Conference Workshops / Friday, 8:40-9:30 pm

GENERAL
Arrows of Victory - Room 30
Leslie Anne Wood, Transforming Faith Ministries
The Bible clearly outlines the armor that God provides for us. He also gives us a weapon  to use offensively: the 
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. But do you realize that we have other weapons at our disposal? Join 
with me in exploring ways to conquer the enemy that seeks to hinder our efforts at sharing Christ with others.

Serving Intentionally: Cultivating an Eternal Harvest - Room 34 
Peggy Walker, Speaker, Former College Instructor
 “At the end of your life, what do you want to hand back to God?” Peggy will use the simple and familiar  
illustration of living intentionally to help workshop attendees develop a personal philosophy of serving the Lord 
that can form the basic grid for everything we do for the Lord.

Helping Families in the Middle of Crisis - Room 50
Lindsey Feldpausch, Associate Pastor’s Wife, Berlin Baptist Church
After a terrifying accident involving her husband and 2 daughters, Lindsey brings some incredible advice and 
insight into how to encourage and help families in the middle of crisis.  This should be a core component of 
ministry to people in our churches.  Come learn how we can do it better.

Choosing Joy - Room 62
Hannah Cushman, Custodian, Calvary Baptist Church of Greenville
Are you a custodian, or a sub for a custodian, or other “behind the scenes-making things run” person at a 
church? Do you find yourself frustrated with people? Maybe it’s how they left the building or just working with 
or serving with them? If this is you, I invite you to join me as we look into ways to help retrain our thinking and 
attitudes towards choosing joy through our work or service for others and ultimately our Heavenly Father.

Dating 101: The Myths of Dating - Room 139 
Klay and Kathy Watson, DatingHISway Ministries
Come hear a different side to your typical boy meets girl story. We will look at the topic of dating with new eyes and a fresh per-
spective that will take the pressure off any “first date.” Where did you learn how to date? Pastors and leaders equipped with a 
few simple tools can communicate Biblical standards of godly dating within an everyday sermon.

MEN
Developing Biblically Authentic Men - Room 32
Chris DeMan, New City Fellowship
How do we equip men to be biblically authentic husbands, fathers, friends, workers, and citizens? What are 
some key components for developing and maintaining a vibrant ministry to men? Together, we’ll discuss strate-
gic and practical ways of discipling men to be wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ. 

Faith & Film - Room 58
Tim Jackson, Ada Bible Church
Using movies to creatively challenge men to see their hearts and recognize their role in the redemptive story 
that God is telling through them.

WOMEN
Pastors’ Wives Just Between Us - Room 60
Dr. Jan Bentley, President/Owner of Centennial Park Counseling PLC
This workshop is for Pastors’ wives only. Dr. Jan will be speaking about the “ups” and “downs” of being a  
Pastors’ Wife and 10 things every Pastor’s Wife should know.  She served as a Pastor’s wife, along with her 
husband Myles, for 25 years in the ministry. 

It’s All About the Women - Practical Encouragement - Room 38 
Barb Reynolds, Nevada Baptist Church
This will be a hands-on practical workshop.  We will be creating some individualized practical crafts, and  
resources that you can take home and use in your ministry. This is a working workshop.

COUNSELING  
How to Journey Well Alongside our LGBT+ Neighbors - Room 31/33
Laurie Krieg - Hole in My Heart Ministries 
When the conversation of LGBT+ people comes up in churched environments--the room seems to electrify. How 
can we walk the road of grace, truth, and love alongside our LGBT+ friends, both in our neighborhoods and in 
our churches without unintentionally (and metaphorically) electrocuting someone?

Helping Others Learn to Forgive - Room 52
Lisa Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
An essential part of discipleship is learning how to forgive. As believers we know we are called to forgive as 
we have been forgiven, but sometimes that’s not so easy. We can find it difficult to forgive others, and even 
at times ourselves. In this workshop we will examine the major obstacles to true forgiveness and how to help 
those we disciple become better forgivers.

The Importance of “Thankfulness” in Counseling - Room 59
Terry Burlingame, Biblical Counseling Center
“Thankfulness” is a discipline often missing from the Christian life. We will consider how nurturing a thankful 
heart impacts every area of our lives, and is directly related to difficulties we may face personally, in marriage 
and parenting, as well as when dealing with sin and depression.

EVANGELISM & DISCIPLESHIP
Conflict: Understand, Address, Resolve - Room 54
Joel Groat, Executive Director, Institute for Religious Research
Relational conflict is inevitable, but not necessarily wrong or bad.  Take a biblical, practical, and at times  
humorous look at how our preferences, convictions, and core lies impact our ability to get along, and how real 
resolution deepens connection and intimacy in the church and in the home.  

Learn the Art of Asking Good Questions - Room 56
Gary Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
God asks us questions—“Adam, where are you?” “Cain, why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?” Jesus asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say I am?…Who do you say I am?” Learning to ask good questions is essential to disciple 
making. Whether you’re leading a small group, teaching a Bible class, or mentoring individuals, learn the art of asking 
questions that invite people to open their hearts so they can be transformed by truth.

MISSIONS
Welcoming Refugees - Room 119 
Diana Fisher, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church and Kristine Van Noord, Bethany Christian Services
We are facing the world’s worst refugee crisis ever. The US is welcoming the fewest number of refugees in recent 
history. How can the church respond and continue to provide a welcome to refugees, both new arrivals and those 
already here? Come and understand what is happening, and what your congregation can do to help.

TECHNOLOGY
The Digital Culture of Kids - Room 122
Doug Crawford, Calvary Baptist Church
Technology is a great thing, if used responsibly. But, pornography, predators, sexting, social media, cyberbullying, 
anxiety, depression and a bevy of other digital issues plague many families. Chris McKenna and the Protect Young Eyes 
team take hundreds of hours of research on the latest tech trends and explore nine digital realities facing families today 
and resolve those realities with nine practical digital strategies families can implement as soon as they get home. These 
realities are presented through a strong, Biblical lens using eight key texts of Scripture. Regardless of your technology 
aptitude, Chris and his team provide practical tools for every family, including information about the latest apps and 
recommended resources to protect kids from harm. 



Live Streaming on a Budget - Room 66
Chris Brown, Technology Ministry Network
Have you ever wondered if it was possible for your church to stream your services on the internet, but thought it 
was out of your budget?  I will be showing you how to do live streaming in a quality way with a minimal budget.  
You don’t have to be a big church to have a big reach into your community.  But be warned, we will not  
encourage you to just use your cell phone and go live to facebook.  Quality is a necessity. 

CHILDREN
Growing Your Volunteer Team - Room 124
Christi Swain, Director of Children’s Minstries, First Baptist of Lowell 
Volunteers are the heartbeat of any children’s ministry. This session walks through 6 key practices that will 
increase your volunteer engagement. Recruitment, culture, training, succession planning, and retention are all 
vital to maintain a thriving volunteer culture. This track will be a game-changer for your ministry!

Children’s Worship - Room 131
Carolyn Norkus, Children’s Ministries Director, Chapel Pointe
Are you frustrated with the lack of kids’ engagement during worship time? Do you want to do more with wor-
ship, but don’t know where to start? We’ll discuss some how’s and why’s of kid’s worship to help create a time 
and environment where kids can really learn, understand and engage in worshiping Jesus.

Winning with the Word of God - Room 129
Hilary Beebe, Children’s Ministries Director, Grace Community, Hudsonville, MI
Serving in Children’s Ministry can seems like a battle, and often, a losing one. How we approach ministry to  
children and understand our roles in the advancement of God’s Kingdom will either help us or hurt us as we 
battle for the souls of our kids. Come and learn how to put the Word of God to active use in your life as a minister 
of that same Word to children. With God’s Word alive and active in our lives and ministries, we will expose the 
lies of the enemy, enabling us to serve with lasting endurance, increased fruitfulness and greater joy.

Effective Review Games - Room 128
Marrena Ralph, Regular Baptist Press
Engage and motivate the children in your ministry to learn by effectively using review games. In this session, we 
cover eleven techniques to make your review games fun and effective.

Life-Changing Evangelistic Bible Lessons - Room 126
Anna Sytsma, Child Evangelism Fellowship
Do you struggle with knowing how to prepare a Bible story? Do you have a hard time incorporating the Gospel 
in your teaching time? In this session we will discuss the importance of taking a Bible story and making it a les-
son with practical applications for the children you teach. We will discuss how you can incorporate the Gospel 
in any lesson you teach. After this session you will know how to clearly teach a Bible lesson to children.

STUDENT MINISTRY
Marching Off the Map - Room 132 
John Nixon, North Park Baptist Church
We’re in new territory. We need new strategies on how to navigate new land…to march off our old maps and 
create new ones. Our youth ministries need to shift to learn who this new generation is, and how to connect 
with them. We’ll explore what makes Generation Z unique and the best practices to reach them.

Going On For God: Encouraging Students To Grow Up To Live For God - Room 134
Mel Walker, Author, President: Vision for Youth
How churches and Christian parents can stop the exodus of young people walking away from God and the 
church following high school. This workshop will discuss practical and proactive strategies both church leaders 
and parents can implement to help our kids go on for God.

SESSION 1 Conference Workshops / Friday, 8:40-9:30 pm

NEW!
DOCTOR 
OF MINISTRY

1900 NW FOURTH STREET
ANKENY, IOWA 50023

FAITH.EDU

The Doctor of Ministry is a program designed to 
take you to the next level–spiritually, academically, 

and professionally. It is a fully accredited cohort-based 
program, built to be completed in as little as three years.

Visit faith.edu for more information.



GENERAL
Why Do We Do What We Do For The Lord? - Room 34
Peggy Walker, Speaker, Former College Instructor
This workshop will focus on four basic priorities of serving the Lord – our person, our purpose, our passion, 
and our Biblical “philosophy” of ministry. It will help us all have a greater appreciation for why and how we are 
involved in the lives of others through church ministries. 

Choosing Joy - Room 62
Hannah Cushman, Custodian, Calvary Baptist Church of Greenville
Are you a custodian, or a sub for a custodian, or other “behind the scenes-making things run” person at a 
church? Do you find yourself frustrated with people? Maybe it’s how they left the building or just working with 
or serving with them? If this is you, I invite you to join me as we look into ways to help retrain our thinking and 
attitudes towards choosing joy through our work or service for others and ultimately our Heavenly Father.

LEADERSHIP
Revive the Sunday School - Room 64
Alan Wilson, Regular Baptist Press
In this workshop we will discuss “why Sunday School is still important.”  Also, we will talk about three major 
building blocks to make sure your Sunday School is successful.

MEN
Developing Biblically Authentic Men - Room 32
Chris DeMan, New City Fellowship
How do we equip men to be biblically authentic husbands, fathers, friends, workers, and citizens? What are 
some key components for developing and maintaining a vibrant ministry to men? Together, we’ll discuss strate-
gic and practical ways of discipling men to be wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ. 

WOMEN
Square Peg vs Round Hole - Room 30 
Linda Ploeg, Women’s Ministries Director, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
Have you ever felt like some of your volunteers, though passionate, talented and committed are functioning as 
the proverbial “square peg in the round hole?”  I’ve had women tell me of their many talents, skills, passions 
and expertise.  Some of these women knew themselves and had experience and indeed had these capabilities.  
Some did not. Come join our workshop and explore the ways you might more effectively help women minister in 
their areas of God given strengths thus putting the square pegs in the square holes for your ministry.

COUNSELING
True North: Choosing God in the Frustrations of Life - Room 52
Gary Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
Flat tires, wounding words, cranky kids, a troubled marriage...everyone struggles. Learn to disciple others by 
helping them struggle well. When frustrations and disappointments come, how do you respond? Do you turn 
north to God, or south to the false gods of this world? Author Gary Heim of True North offers biblical insight, 
personal examples, and a practical, spiritual road map to help you help others turn to God with every  
frustration in life.

The Disconnect Between God’s Will and My Will - Room 59
Terry Burlingame, Biblical Counseling Center
How do we respond Biblically when life takes turns we do not anticipate and do not want? We will be consider-
ing basic principles to help ourselves and others when facing life’s difficult and unwanted circumstances. 

EVANGELISM / DISCIPLESHIP
Scaffolding the Gospel - Room 31/33
Tim Van Loh, South Church, Lansing
How can you help your friends and loved ones who are lost move from being antagonistic to God and the gospel 
to being interested in studying the Bible with you and ultimately receiving Christ?  Scaffolding the Gospel is 
an approach that begins with your prayer life, coupled with entry points into lives of people who are lost. This 
workshop will equip and inspire you to share the gospel naturally.

Transformational Stories - Room 38
Tim Jackson, Ada Bible Church
Learning to embrace the truth about where we’ve been, where we are, and where we’re going through  
understanding how God is telling His story through our stories.

Leading Transforming Discipleship Groups - Room 50
Pastor Jon Pickens, First Baptist Church, Lowell
Almost every church would agree that discipleship is important; however, most churches struggle with a clear 
process for discipleship to happen. In a holistic discipleship process, corporate worship and small groups serve 
an important role, but there seems to be a missing piece… gender specific groups of 3 to 6 people who foster 
some key spiritual disciplines in an accountable context. This workshop will explore the why, the what, and the 
how behind these kinds of discipleship groups.

Mormons and Jehovah’s Witness at Your Door? Impact Them with Five Simple Steps - Room 54
Joel Groat, Executive Director, Institute for Religious Research
Learn how to turn those intimidating encounters at your door into redemptive relationships. We’ll be using 
video clips, practical tips, role playing, and liberal doses of humor to prepare you for the mission field that will 
come to you. 

Giving Guidance to Accountability Leaders - Room 56
Jon Marko, Forest Hills Baptist Church, Cornerstone University
This is a follow-up to last year’s module on accountability (life) groups, though you need not have been to last 
year’s module for this to be instructive. I will walk you through the format of accountability meetings, the  
questions and other tools used by leaders, and the reasoning for them.   

How to Help People Have Full Assurance of Faith - Room 58
Jim Lacy, Cornerstone University, Intentional Interim Church Ministries
Many struggle with really knowing they are going to heaven. This session is intended to help those who deal 
with doubts themselves and who want to help others.

3 Keys to a Successful Small Group - Room 126
Ron Underwood and Matt Jones, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
How you start a small group will determine much of how successful your group will be. We will discuss  
developing group covenants, creating a good balance of life sharing and content and navigating common  
challenges small groups face.

SESSION 2 Conference Workshops / Saturday, 9:00-9:50 am



MISSIONS
Welcoming Refugees - Room 60
Diana Fisher, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church and Kristine Van Noord, Bethany Christian Services
We are facing the world’s worst refugee crisis ever. The US is welcoming the fewest number of refugees in recent 
history. How can the church respond and continue to provide a welcome to refugees, both new arrivals and those 
already here? Come and understand what is happening and what your congregation can do to help.

TECHNOLOGY
Build, Maintain, and Be Creative With Your Church Website - Room 66
Chris Brown, Technology Ministry Network
There are so many elements to building and maintaining a good website.  I will give you helpful tips, tricks, 
and resources to keep it simple and relevant for the culture and world we live in.  I will also help you avoid the 
“don’ts” of a church website.

Calling All Students - Room 122
Doug Crawford, Calvary Baptist Church
You live in a digital world. You snap, post, chat, text, game, and stream through various digital environments. 
And, many of you do this very well. But, there are people, digital places, and dark forces that want to pull you 
into temptation and do you great harm. Let’s celebrate what’s great about technology and be really honest 
about the parts that aren’t. And, believe it or not, Scripture has a lot to say about technology, too! Join us for an 
energetic and authentic chat about your digital life.

CHILDREN
Growing Your Volunteer Team - Room 124
Christi Swain, Director of Children’s Minstries, First Baptist of Lowell 
Volunteers are the heartbeat of any children’s ministry. This session walks through 6 key practices that will 
increase your volunteer engagement. Recruitment, culture, training, succession planning, and retention are all 
vital to maintain a thriving volunteer culture. This track will be a game-changer for your ministry!

Vacation Bible School Secrets - Room 128
Heidi Cheney & Kathy Risch, South Church, Lansing, MI 
Is it summer yet?  Not yet, but it will be here before you know it!  Learn some Vacation Bible School secrets  - 
tricks and tips from over 40+ (combined) years of experience.  Don’t see a VBS program you like from the 
publishers?   You’ll discover how to write your own! 

Bootcamp Basics for the Children’s Ministry Worker - Room 129
Hilary Beebe, Children’s Ministries Director, Grace Community Church in Hudsonville, MI 
If you are new to working with children, or if you feel insecure and ill-equipped when it comes your role as a 
children’s worker, you need Bootcamp Basics. In this practical, interactive workshop, we will cover topics intended 
to give new, out of shape, or unsure children’s ministry workers skill and confidence in leading children. How do I 
prepare for teaching? How do I connect with kids? Bottom line - what do I need to do? To know? We will cover this 
and more, and you will leave ready and excited to engage in the front lines of ministry to children. 

Stimulating the Senses - Room 131
Mary Lou Heyboer, Bible Club Ministries
Creative ways to involve your student’s senses in your Bible teaching

Missional Nursery - Room 132
Carolyn Norkus, Children’s Ministries Director, Chapel Pointe
Taking care of babies in the nursery is so much more than childcare. We will discuss how you can make work-
ing in the church’s nursery your mission field, and how you can have a greater impact on your church and God’s 
kingdom as a whole.

STUDENT MINISTRY
How Christian Parents Can Collaborate With Church Youth Ministries - Room 134
Mel Walker, Author, President: Vision for Youth
The long-term objective for both Christian parents AND the church youth ministry is life-long spiritual growth for 
our young people. This workshop will discuss how to build God-honoring practices and habits into the lives of 
our kids so that they grow up and go on for God. 

Strategic Youth Ministry: Bringing Purpose and Planning to our Ministries - Room 139
Jake Lang, Rockford Baptist Church
Jumbo shrimp, random order, strategic youth ministry. Sometimes it can feel like an oxymoron. Among the 
never-ending to-do lists of ministry, vision casting and purpose planning can easily fall through the cracks. 
Come join us as we talk about how to  
develop a Purpose (Mission/Vision) and 
Plan (Strategy) for what you want to  
accomplish in your ministry. While some of 
the conversation and examples will be  
oriented around youth ministry, this  
session should have material that is  
applicable to all areas of ministry.

SESSION 2 Conference Workshops / Saturday, 9:00-9:50 am
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GENERAL
Serving Intentionally: Cultivating an Eternal Harvest - Room 34
Peggy Walker, Speaker, Former College Instructor
“At the end of your life, what do you want to hand back to God?” Peggy will use the simple and familiar illustra-
tion of living intentionally to help workshop attendees develop a personal philosophy of serving the Lord that 
can form the basic grid for everything we do for the Lord.

Re-Passioning the Teacher, Leader, or Volunteer - Room 50
Karina Nyhuis, Transforming Faith Ministries
Do your lessons fall on deaf ears? Have you lost your passion for teaching, leading, or volunteering? Have you 
been thrown into a position, and you are lost or emotionally disconnected from it? Do you have a heart for what 
you’re doing, but feel stuck in the status quo?  Whatever may be the case, learn how God wants to invigorate 
you and use you in greater ways than you are currently being used.  Your job is important and you matter! Come 
and see why and how God desires to use you to fulfill His plan.

Worship Leading 101 - Room 56 
Craig Perry, Forest Hills Baptist Church
This workshop is designed to help those with little to no formal training in music and worship leading.  We will 
look at some principles and resources that will help you if you find yourself in a position where you need to be 
up front leading music in your ministry.

When (Wal-Mart) Mega-Church Comes to Town - Room 58
Eric Strattan, Lead Pastor, Bridge Bible Church
How do those in smaller, struggling works respond in the face of “competition” from mega-churches, denomi-
national initiatives, and franchise planting movements? Join us for a discussion about ecclesiastical courtesies 
and avoiding wrongful pride, jealousy, and so forth.

Medical Ministry and the Gospel: Re-visioning a Pro-Life Movement for the 21st Century - Room 60
Mark Blocher, Co-Founder and CEO of Christian Healthcare Centers
Since the first century, medical ministry has been a hallmark of Christianity wherever the Gospel has gone. It 
has much to say about life, health, sickness and dying. Powerful influences in our culture threaten to silence 
the voices of life-affirming medical practitioners. Culture has become increasingly pagan, and the medicalized 
killing of human beings created in God’s image extends beyond the unborn to include the infirm, the  
inconvenient, and the unwanted. This workshop will explore how Christians can restore the soul of life-affirming 
medicine by creating medical ministries that provide safe harbors for Christian practitioners and patients.

Seminaries Are Realizing Pastors Need to be Bi-Vocational - Room 62
Ken Chesterman, Primerica
Approximately 80% of churches in America are stagnant or declining. Approximately 80% of churches in Ameri-
ca are solo pastored. 80% of seminary graduates will not be in the pastorate 5 years after graduation. What are 
some solutions for this distressing problem? And One solution that benefits the pastor, his counseling ministry, 
the congregation, and community outreach.

Identity Group - Room 54
Phil Maxwell, Faith Baptist Church, St. Louis; Charlie Green, Social Capitalist, Ovid; Tim Van Loh, South Church, Lansing
Are you stuck in a rut? Lonely in ministry? Interested in exploring new ideas, but need outside feedback?  
We will be sharing our journey together as three guys who have been helping each other navigate ministry  
opportunities by meeting together regularly discipling each other.

LEADERSHIP
Motivating Your Ministry Team - Room 32
Tom Lothamer, Calvary Baptist Church, Grand Rapids
In this session we’ll discuss 4 key principles that will boost team moral and relationships and improve the 
ministry! 

WOMEN
Women’s Ministry Great Equalizer - Room 30 
Linda Ploeg, Women’s Ministries Director, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
Burn-out is a huge issue in all ministries and especially in women’s ministry. There are a lot of balls to juggle as 
believer, wife, mother, parent, friend, daughter, professional, neighbor, on and on. All of those balls cannot be 
juggled all the time.  How does one choose wisely? How does one juggle them effectively? Together as women 
we will explore a biblical process in choosing our priorities as God leads and directs through the Word of God, 
people of God and Spirit of God. We will together encourage each other with practical suggestions of ways to 
keep the right balls in the air.

Ministry to Women:  It’s All About the Message - Room 38
Barb Reynolds, Nevada Baptist Church
This will be a workshop focusing on the presentation of truth in women’s ministry.  We will be focusing on using 
creativity in communicating the truth of God’s Word in a way that will encourage the ladies to life change.

COUNSELING
Removing Shame, Restoring Hope - Room 31/33
Matt Krieg, Owner / Director of Caring Well Counseling
Many individuals within the LGBTQ community grew up in a faith background. In many instances they wrestle 
silently for years before ever working up the courage to tell anyone. These periods of prolonged silence have a 
profound effect on mental health, relationships, and faith. How can the church respond to these people without 
shaming or silencing them, but rather inviting them into a deeper relationship with their creator and the church?

Leading Others to Freedom in Christ - Room 52
Lisa Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
Jesus said that when we know the truth, the truth will set us free (John 8:32). This workshop is for those who 
want to help others discern the lies they believe about God, others and themselves that may be influencing 
their spiritual and relational lives. We will look at helping others to embrace the truth of who they are in Christ, 
so that they can be set free to truly love others well.

Counseling Those Struggling With Life-dominating Sins - Room 59
Terry Burlingame, Biblical Counseling Center
Is it an “addiction” or a “life-dominating sin?” We will look at the difference between these two identifiers, and 
see how we can Biblically approach life-dominating sins to help ourselves and others.

SESSION 3 Conference Workshops / Saturday, 12:20-1:10 pm



EVANGELISM / DISCIPLESHIP
Creating a Culture of Life Sharing in Small Groups - Room 64
Ron Underwood and Matt Jones, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church
Cultivating an awareness of our stories is a vital first step in creating vibrant communities. We will look at a few 
key elements to understand about our stories, how to create safe environments for sharing stories, and the 
importance of cultivating spiritual friendships.

TECHNOLOGY
Online Giving and Event Registration - Room 66
Chris Brown, Technology Ministry Network
Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to have the majority of your VBS attenders pre-registered before they arrive on 
Monday?  How nice would it be to have the exact number that will be attending a sportsman’s Banquet you are 
having, so the cook can prepare the proper amount of food?  Is it possible for your parents, to register your kids 
for Sunday school, and when they show up, print off a security sticker as  you enter the children’s area? Did you 
know by adding online giving, your tithes and offering will increase 10% on average from the same amount of 
members attending? Come learn helpful tools and resources to make church life easier.

CHILDREN
Preparing for Battle - Room 119
Mary Lou Heyboer, Bible Club Ministries
How to depend on the Holy Spirit to make your teaching a success.

Watch Them Grow - Room 122
Tim Sytsma, Bible Club Ministries
Developing a plan for students growth in prayer, Bible reading, and church fellowship.

Out of the Overflow of the Heart - Room 124
Christi Swain, Director of Children’s Ministries, First Baptist Church of Lowell
As a leader you must teach and lead from the overflow of your heart. This one selfcare point will make you a 
better leader and help your kids learn more about who God is. This session will give practical tips on ways to 
ensure you are leading from the overflow of your heart and not an empty tank. “You can’t teach what you do not 
know and you can not lead where you do not go.” - James MacDonald

Guiding a Child to the Savior - Room 126
Anna Sytsma, Child Evangelism Fellowship
Do you want to see more children come to a saving knowledge of Christ, but struggle with how to counsel them? In 
this session you will learn how to understand the steps in counseling a child for salvation. You will see how using 
thought-provoking questions will engage the child, and help you see what they understand of the Gospel. After this 
session you will be able to apply the steps taught in this class to see God use you to guide children to the Savior. 

Effective Memory Techniques - Room 128
Marrena Ralph, Regular Baptist Press
Help children in your ministry learn, memorize, and retain memory work such as Bible verses and key Christian truths 
by using memory techniques. We will cover technique that cover learning styles including auditory, visual, and kinetic.

STUDENT MINISTRY
Is There Youth Ministry in the Bible? - Room 132
Nick Melonas, Highland Hills Baptist Church
Many youth pastors today compromise on biblical fundamentals to reach a new generation of students. But 
what does the Bible say about youth ministry? What biblical principles should a youth leader follow as a youth 
philosophy of ministry? How does that practically work in the context of the local church?

Reaching & Ministering to “Spiritual Orphans” - Room 134
Mel Walker, Author, President: Vision for Youth
If churches are reaching young people for Christ, more than likely we will connect with “spiritual orphans,” 
young people with no adult spiritual influences in their lives. This workshop will discuss ways churches can  
position our family ministries to effectively minister to kids from dysfunctional and broken homes. 
 
Teaching Young Men to Love Christ - Room 139
Mark Davis, Vice-President of Enrollment and Student Life, Faith Baptist Bible College
Join us for a look at a ministry to the next generation of young men.  Teaching young men to love Christ in this 
generation takes intentionality and commitment.  Join us to see how God can use you to impact young men.

Raising Student Leaders - Room 119 
Carolyn Norkus, Children’s Ministries Director, Chapel Pointe
There is a great partnership between Student Ministry and Kids Ministry when you involve and raise up student 
leaders for Kids Ministry. We’ll discuss why this is a good idea, how to get started, and how to encourage and 
train them up to be effective leaders. Not only will the kids in Kids Ministry benefit, but the student will grow 
and impact the Student Ministry as well.

SESSION 3 Conference Workshops / Saturday, 12:20-1:10 pm



GENERAL
Countering Lies that Keep You From Taking Care of Yourself, Spiritually, Physically & Emotionally - Room 30
Tom Lothamer, Calvary Baptist Church, Grand Rapids
This session is about identifying and reversing false beliefs (myths) that prevent us from doing the things we 
need to do in life and ministry that head us toward Shalom.  

Why Do We Do What We Do For The Lord? - Room 34
Peggy Walker, Speaker, Former College Instructor
This workshop will focus on four basic priorities of serving the Lord – our person, our purpose, our passion, 
and our Biblical “philosophy” of ministry. It will help us all have a greater appreciation for why and how we are 
involved in the lives of others through church ministries. 

Practicing the Classic 12 Spiritual Disciplines - Room 56
Jim Lacy, Cornerstone University, Intentional Interim Church Ministries
Learn what the classic 12 spiritual exercises are and how to profit from them.

Creating a Health Support Team in Your Church - Room 60
Mark Blocher, Co-Founder and CEO of Christian Healthcare Centers
This workshop presents a vision of congregational healthcare that offers a powerful, practical way to fulfill the 
biblical imperative to “bear one another’s burdens,” and creates a service platform for community outreach to 
individuals and families experiencing hardships due to chronic or terminal illness and disability. 

LEADERSHIP
Cultivating and Preparing Potential Officer Nominees and Vetting Them - Room 54
Jon Marko, Forest Hills Baptist Church, Cornerstone University
Thinking about who might be a good deacon or elder might only come to the minds of the congregation around 
nomination time, but this should not be the case for those already in church leadership. This module will focus 
on what elders or pastors might do not only to vet nominees for church office, but also to appropriately cultivate 
and prepare potential nominees.

Revitalize the Stagnant Congregation - Room 64
Alan Wilson, Regular Baptist Press
We will talk about the 4 E’s of church revitalization.  This will be very practical and helpful to turning around a 
flat or declining church situation.

MEN
Effective Men’s Ministry - Room 32
Tim Van Loh & Mike Winter, South Church, Lansing
How can you get men involved in the life of your church? What are the crucial components of an effective 
men’s ministry? Come discover ways to welcome men in, and ways to deploy them out into service. This  
workshop will equip you with ideas essential to strengthening the men in your church.
 

WOMEN
Pastors’ Wives Just Between Us - Room 60
Dr. Jan Bentley, President/Owner of Centennial Park Counseling PLC
This workshop is for Pastors’ Wives only. Dr. Jan will be speaking about the “ups” and “downs” of being a Pas-
tor’s Wife and 10 things every Pastor’s Wife should know.  She served as a Pastor’s Wife for 25 years in the 
ministry with her husband Myles. 

COUNSELING
Understanding Our Brokenness - Room 31/33
Matt Krieg, Owner / Director of Caring Well Counseling
If we don’t have understanding, we can’t have empathy. Without empathy our voice can be dangerous. Come 
and explore why a deeper understanding of our personal sins will allow us to walk empathetically with people 
whose lives may look so different than our own. 

Leading Others to Freedom in Christ - Room 52
Lisa Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
Jesus said that when we know the truth, the truth will set us free (John 8:32). This workshop is for those who 
want to help others discern the lies they believe about God, others, and themselves that may be influencing 
their spiritual and relational lives. We will look at helping others to embrace the truth of who they are in Christ 
so that they can be set free to truly love others well.

Bringing Therapy to Church - Room 58
Eric Strattan, Lead Pastor, Bridge Bible Church
Join us for a panel and question-answer session centered on ways ministry leaders can work collaboratively 
with counselors and other human service professionals to aid individuals/families in crisis. Discussion points 
will include subjects such as mandated reporting, navigating HIPAA/mental health privacy statutes, and when 
and how to make referrals.

The Lost Art of “Thinking” - Room 59
Terry Burlingame, Biblical Counseling Center
We often do, and then think; we respond, and then wonder what happened. We will look at the necessity of 
honest “thinking” in every situation of life, considering principles from Malachi which impact our relationships, 
thoughts, and actions.

EVANGELISM / DISCIPLESHIP
Learn the Art of Asking Good Questions - Room 50
Gary Heim, Blythefield Hills Baptist Church / True North Ministries, Inc.
God asks us questions—“Adam, where are you?” “Cain, why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?” Jesus 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say I am?…Who do you say I am?” Learning to ask good questions is  
essential to disciple making. Whether you’re leading a small group, teaching a Bible class, or mentoring  
individuals, learn the art of asking questions that invite people to open their hearts so they can be transformed 
by truth.

SESSION 4 Conference Workshops / Saturday, 1:20-2:10 pm



TECHNOLOGY
Media Resources for Your Church - Room 66
Chris Brown, Technology Ministry Network
This will be a collection of things that I have discovered over the years to help you in your ministry when it 
comes to media, tech, software, hardware and digital content.  Plus, this is your chance to bring ANY question 
you have about technology and ministry and ask it, plus be ready to share any great resource that you as a 
church “can’t live without”.

CHILDREN
Kid Connections - Room 119
Tim Sytsma, Bible Club Ministries
Creative ways to get to know and show value to your students.

Teaching Parents to Disciple Their Children - Room 124
Christi Swain, Children’s Ministries Director, First Baptist Church of Lowell
Deuteronomy makes it clear that the discipleship of a child is the parents’ responsibility.  The church’s respon-
sibility is to equip the parents, so they can disciple their children.  Come get some hands-on tools that you can 
give to parents to help them as they disciple their children.

Guiding a Child to the Savior (Counseling the Unsaved Child for Salvation) - Room 126
Anna Sytsma, Child Evangelism Fellowship
Do you want to see more children come to a saving knowledge of Christ, but struggle with how to counsel them? 
In this session you will learn how to understand the steps in counseling a child for salvation You will see how  
using thought provoking questions will engage the child, and help you see what they understand of the Gospel. 
After this session you will be able to apply the steps taught in this class to see God use you to guide children to 
the Savior. 

“But What IS the Gospel?”: Understanding the Gospel as a Children’s Ministry Worker so You Can Share It 
with Your Kids - Room 128
Kandi Zeller, Keys for Kids Ministries
Have you ever had difficulty sharing the truths of the gospel, even though you know the saving power of Jesus 
personally? Do you get tongue-tied with all the details you feel like you need to present when sharing the good 
news with others? Come to this workshop for a grace-filled discussion about the core truths of the gospel, how 
to understand them better, and how that understanding can change your children’s ministry approach—and 
your understanding of your Savior—in deep ways.

Are These Kids Normal? - Room 129 
Hilary Beebe, Children’s Ministries Director, Grace Community Church in Hudsonville, MI 
Behavior is one of the most challenging aspects of working in Children’s Ministry. No two children are alike, and 
it seems like no two children behave the way we want them to, either. In this workshop we will explore the dif-
ferent ways kids behave and why, and what we can do as Children’s Ministry workers to reach each and every 
child with the good news of Jesus Christ in spite of, or even through, each child’s unique personality  
and behavior.

My 5 Biggest Surprises Serving in Kid’s Ministry - Room 131
Carolyn Norkus, Children’s Ministries Director, Chapel Pointe
Kid’s Ministry is so much more than crafts, songs, and Bible stories. In this workshop, we’ll discuss 5 areas 
that you may have never guessed that you would need to know or do while working in Kid’s Ministry. I’ll share 
with you some of my experiences over the last 12 years in Kid’s Ministry. PLUS I want to give you lots of time to 
ask your questions. So if you are looking for a place to get specific guidance, we’ll close this workshop with “Ask 
Me Anything.”

STUDENT MINISTRY
Helping Encourage the Next Generation Toward Full Time Ministry - Room 38
Mark Davis, Vice-President of Enrollment and Student Life, Faith Baptist Bible College
What can we as churches do to encourage the next generation to pursue full time ministry?  Join us a we look 
at ways to lead the next generation in this way.

Youth Ministry That Lasts - Room 132
John Nixon, North Park Baptist Church
It takes more than great events, a solid curriculum, catchy slogans, and energetic leaders. Where will students 
be 5, 10, or 20 years from now in their walk with God? Most of us understand that real-world youth ministry is 
not about how well they start; it’s about how well they finish. This workshop looks at five essential components 
of a youth ministry that stands the test of time.

Building “Titus 2 Churches” - Room 134
Mel Walker, Author, President: Vision for Youth
Mentoring may be the most effective way for churches to connect the generations in today’s age-segregated 
and age-isolated culture. This workshop will discuss simple and practical ways to develop an intentional  
mentoring ministry within the  
current structure and culture in 
your church.

Expositional Youth Ministry - 
Room 139
Nick Melonas, Highland Hills Bap-
tist Church
In the 21st century, verse-by-verse, 
expositional preaching is seen as 
archaic and unnecessary. Yet  
Scripture provides clear evidence 
why this must be the backbone of 
all ministry – especially student 
ministry! What is expository  
preaching? How can we model  
“expositional” student ministry? 
What impact will this have on  
students and families?
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